CHAPTER IV.

AN OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF PERSIA DURING
THE LAST TWO CENTURIES (A.D. 1722-1922).

Only after much hesitation and several tentative experi- *
ments have I decided to endeavour to compress into one
chapter two centuries of Persian history. Were this book
primarily intended as a political history of Persia, such an
attempt would be out of the question; for this long period
witnessed the Afghan invasion and its devastations; the
rise, meteoric career, and sudden eclipse of that amazing
conqueror Nddir Shah; the emergence in a world of chaos
and misery of Karfm Khdn-i-Zand, generally accounted the
best ruler whom Persia ever possessed, and of his gallant but
unfortunate successor Lutf-'Alf Khan; the establishment of
the still reigning Qdjar dynasty, and within that period
the occurrence, amidst many other important events, of two
remarkable phenomena (the rise and growth of the Babi
religious movement since 1844, and the political Revolution
of 1906) which profoundly affected the intellectual life and
literary development of Persia, each one of which might
well form the subject of a lengthy monograph rather than
a chapter. This book, however, is written not from the
political but from the literary point of view, and the historical
part of it is only ancillary, and might have been omitted
entirely if a knowledge of even the general outlines of
Oriental history formed part of the mental equipment of
most educated Europeans. From this point of view much
fuller treatment is required for periods of transition, or of
great intellectual activity, than for periods of unproductive
strife not so much of rival ideas and beliefs as of conflicting
ambitions. TO the latter category belongs the greater part